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Very often, the Lord 
gives us help even 
when we don't ask for it. 
We see this in what he 
did for Simon Peter, 
James and John in the 
Gospel reading, when 
he provided a great 
catch of fish for them.  
 
What's his motive? Was 
he rewarding these fish-
ermen for lending him one of 
their boats? Do you think he 
does good things for you as a 
reward? 
 
Well, it’s not a reward. 
There's a bigger picture. 
 
Note the pattern of Christ's in-
teraction with us as illustrated 
by this Gospel story:  
 
1. First, the fishermen already 
know Jesus; they call him 
"Master" because he's a mas-
ter teacher and they are his 
students.  

2. Second, Jesus helps them 
in an unexpected way.  

3.  Third, Jesus turns the gift 
into a calling.  

4.  Fourth, the disciples give up everything that could 
interfere with answering the call. 
 
Whenever God intervenes in our lives, he does it to ben-
efit us and others. We belong to a community, God's 
family; we are not in relationship with God as isolated 
individuals. By connecting ourselves to God in prayer, 
in the Eucharist, and in worship, we are connecting our-
selves to everyone else and to his concerns for them.  

Our prayers for help 
are never answered 
only for our sake. God 
always sees a bigger 
picture. And he always 
cares about everyone 
who is affected. 
 
If it seems like God is-
n't responding to your 
pleas, it's because 
he's working on a big-
ger plan. He's coordi-
nating how the answer 
to your prayers will 

help others – many others.  
 
God cares very much about your per-
sonal needs and desires, but he 
cares about everyone else, too, 
whether they ask for his help or not. 
And he is turning your needs into a 
calling, a ministry designed specifi-
cally for you. This means that the mo-
ment you begin asking for help, you 
are called by God to share his help 
with others. 
 
By thinking beyond ourselves while 
waiting for our troubles to end, we 
find peace and hope and value in the 
hardships we endure. This is the vo-
cation of daily life. 
 

Reflect & Discuss: 

1. What prayer requests are you still 
waiting for God to answer? 

2. What might God do during this 
delay that could benefit others? 

3. Recall a time when God an-
swered one of your prayers. Iden-
tify the four stages of divine inter-
vention that are mentioned in this 
reflection. 

Isaiah 6:1-2a,3-8 
Ps 138:1-5,7-8 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Luke 5:1-11  

 
Monday February 7 

1 Kings 8:1-7,9-13 
Ps 132:6-10 

Mark 6:53-56 
 

Tuesday February 8 
1 Kings 8:22-23,27-30 

Ps 84:3-5,10-11 
Mark 7:1-13 

 
Wednesday Feb. 9 

1 Kings 10:1-10 
Ps 37:30-31,39-40 

Mark 7:14-23 
 

Thursday February 10 
St. Scholastica 
1 Kings 11:4-13 

Ps 106:3-4,35-36,37,40 
Mark 7:24-30 

 
Friday February 11 

1 Kings 11:29-32;12:19 
Ps 81:10-15 

Mark 7:31-37 
 

Saturday February 12 
1 Kings 12:26-32;13:33-34 

Ps 106:6-7ab,19-22 
Mark 8:1-10 

5th Sunday of Ordinary Time 


