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3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time  

Today's Gospel reading is a 
call to surrender ourselves 
fully to God. 
"Now is the time 
of fulfillment" – 
not just 2000 
years ago, not at 
the Second Com-
ing of Christ, but 
right now in your 
life when and 
where you need 
Jesus the most. 
 
"The kingdom of God is at 
hand" – what you need from 
the Lord is right here, at hand, 
ready for you. 
 
"Repent, and believe in the 
gospel" means "Come follow 
Me and learn from Me to be-
come like Me." For the first 
disciples, it meant dropping 
whatever they were doing to 
spend so much time with Je-
sus that their whole lives 
were forever affected.  
 
And this is what it means for 
you and for me: We have to 
put aside our own agendas 
and overly busy schedules to 
spend more time following 
Jesus wherever he leads us. 

 
In the modern world, we have become more dependent 
on our technological devises than on Jesus. Many of us 
cannot even go on vacation without remaining accessi-
ble to their employers via the cell phone. Somehow, we 
need to find a way to take a stand against this.  
 
It's one of the social justice teachings of the Church: We 
are actually called by God to rebel against working on  

 

 
 
Sundays and other days of rest. 
Why? Because we need to spend 
that time with Jesus quietly being re-

stored and re-en-
ergized. 
 
Unfortunately, Je-
sus doesn't walk 
through the door 
and circle dates 
on our calendar 
and write "Rest 
with Jesus" on it 
so that we can 

plan ahead. We have to follow his 
lead at a moment's notice – every 
moment. To experience the kingdom 
of God on the earthly side of heaven, 
we have to be willing to drop every-
thing to follow Jesus into unfamiliar 
places at unexpected times. We have 
to learn to follow his lead even in sit-
uations where his way is the surpris-
ing way. 
 

Reflect & Discuss: 

1. What's on your to-do list? What 
keeps you busy? What are your 
goals for the future? What are you 
dreaming of?  

2. If Jesus has a different plan for 
your day or for your life, how eas-
ily could you switch over to new 
ideas and plans? 

3. What are some of the nets you've 
abandoned in the past in order to 
follow Jesus? How difficult was 
that to do?  

4. Are you happy about it now? 
Why? How was this an experi-
ence of the kingdom of God on 
earth?  

Jonah 3:1-5,10 
Ps 25:4-9 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 

 
Monday January 25 

Conversion of St. Paul 
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22 

Ps 117:1bc,2 
Mark 16:15-18 

 
Tuesday January 26 

Sts. Timothy and Titus 
2 Tim 1:1-8 or Titus 1:1-5 

Ps 96:1-3,7-8a,10 
Mark 3:31-35 

 
Wednesday January 27 

Hebrews 10:11-18 
Ps 110:1-4 

Mark 4:1-20 
 

Thursday January 28 
St. Thomas Aquinas 

Hebrews 10:19-25 
Ps 24:1-6 

Mark 4:21-25 
 

Friday January 29 
Hebrews 10:32-39 

Ps 37:3-6,23-24,39-40 
Mark 4:26-34 

 
Saturday January 30 
Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19 

Lk 1:69-75 
Mark 4:35-41 


