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16th Sunday of Ordinary Time  

Go and Make Dis-
ciples, published 
by the US Bishops 
in 1992, names 
three important lay-
ers of evangeliza-
tion: (1) Nurture 
your own faith-
growth, (2) invite 
others to conver-
sion, and (3) trans-
form society 
through true Chris-
tian living. Jesus 
teaches us these 
same three strate-
gies, using para-
bles. 

(1) Nurture your own faith-
growth: In the kingdom of 
God, we are like good wheat 
growing amidst weeds. This 
takes effort; the weeds will 
take over if we're not working 
daily at growing in holiness. 
What have you been doing to 
prevent the weeds around 
you from taking over and 
strangling your holiness? 
How is your faith life benefit-
ing from living in the midst of 
non-believers and evil? Your 
Father-Creator is empower-
ing you to grow. 

 

(2) Invite others to conversion: In the kingdom of 
God, we are like the tiniest of seeds that grow into a 
bush so large that others benefit from our growth. Who 
is benefiting from your faith? How is your spiritual 
growth inviting them into a closer relationship with Je-
sus? The Holy Spirit is empowering you to evangelize 
others if you're willing to minister to them using what 
you’ve learned from your experiences. 

 
(3) Transform society: In the king-

dom of God, we are 
like yeast that helps 
the whole batch swell 
up and mature into 
the bread of life that 
nourishes others. 
What are you in-
volved in, as a Chris-
tian, that improves the 
world? Is your faith 
making a difference in 
your workplace, your 
community, and your 
parish? During Mass, 
as you receive the 
nourishment of the 
Eucharist, you are 
empowered to be-
come Eucharist for 

the world. Mass ends with Christ 
commissioning you, through the pre-
sider, to be the yeast of goodness 
that affects those around you. 
 

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. Maybe you never saw yourself as 
an "evangelist", but you are! This 
is your calling as a baptized 
Christian. Which of the above 
three areas of evangelization are 
you most actively doing?  

2. Which needs more of your atten-
tion? 

3. Give an example from your own 
life (or from the life of someone 
you know or have heard about) 
that illustrates one of the three 
goals above.  

4. What about the other goals? 
Make sure that, in your discus-
sion as a family or faith sharing 
group, examples are given for all 
three goals of evangelization. 

Wisdom 12:13,16-19 
Ps 86:5-6,9-10,15-16 

Romans 8:26-27 
Matthew 13:24-43  

 
Monday July 20 
Micah 6:1-4, 6-8 

Ps 50:5-6,8-9,16b-17,21,23 
Matthew 12:38-42 

 
Tuesday July 21 

Micah 7:14-15,18-20 
Ps 85:2-4,5-6-8 

Matthew 12:46-50 
 

Wednesday July 22 
St. Mary Magdalene 

Jeremiah 1:1,4-10 
Ps 71:1-6b,15,17 

John 20:1-2, 11-18 
 

Thursday July 23 
Jeremiah 2:1-3,7-8,12-13 

Ps 36:6-11 
Matthew 13:10-17 

 
Friday July 24 

Jeremiah 3:14-17 
Jer 31:10-13 

Matthew 13:18-23 
 

Saturday July 25 
St. James 

2 Corinthians 4:7-15 
Ps 126:1bc-6 

Matthew 20:20-28 


