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13" Sunday of Ordinary Time

1 Kings 19:16b,19-21
Ps 16:1-2,5,7-11
Galatians 5:1,13-18
Luke 9:51-62

Monday June 27
Amos 2:6-10,13-16
Ps 50:16bc-23
Matthew 8:18-22

Tuesday June 28
St. Irenaeus

Amos 3:1-8; 4:11-12
Ps 5:4b-8

Matthew 8:23-27

Wednesday June 29
Sts. Peter and Paul
Acts 12:1-11

Ps 34:2-9

2 Timothy 4:6-8,17-18
Matthew 16:13-19

Thursday June 30
Amos 7:10-17

Ps 19:8-11
Matthew 9:1-8

Friday July 1

Amos 8:4-6,9-12

Ps 119:2,10,20,30,40,131
Matthew 9:9-13

Saturday July 2
Amos 9:11-15
Ps 85:9ab-14
Matthew 9:14-17

our joy.

How well do you handle re-
jection? Today's Gospel
reading shows us how the
disciples reacted to rejection.
They had entered a Samari-
tan village ahead of Jesus, as
he had asked them to do, to
gather an audience. But be-
cause the Samaritans had an
anti-Jewish prejudice, they
didn’t want to hear Jesus.
Their hearts were closed to
anything he might say. And
so they missed an oppor-
tunity to experience the Sav-
ior of the world.

How do you feel when some-
one refuses to listen to you?
The disciples who traveled
with Jesus didn’t like rejection
any more than we do. Two of
his closest friends, James
and John, thought they would
do Jesus a favor by asking,
“Do you want us to zap them
with a lightning bolt?”

Jesus had previously told
them to deal with rejection by
wiping the dirt from their san-
dals and walking away. Now
he lived what he preached by
walking away these Samari-
tans. He didn't force his be-

liefs upon the villagers, even though they definitely
needed the truths he could have taught them.

There's a lot we have to give up when we follow Jesus,
including the grudges we like to hold and our desire to
deal with rejection by retaliating. Why give others that
kind of control over our moods? Wiping the dirt from our
shoes means we get rid of the bad feelings that steal

At the end of this scripture, Jesus ex-
plains that following him is always a
forward motion. We're always walk-
ing away from something — away
from rejection, away from our un-
loving reactions to prejudice, away
from the close-heartedness of those
who are as yet unteachable — and
moving into the loving embrace of
Christ.

To move forward, remember that the
Holy Spirit is the only one who can
prepare a heart to receive Jesus.
When we try to bring someone to Je-
sus and fail, we're not really failing;
we're planting seeds rather than har-
vesting the crop. Let the Holy Spirit
finish the work while you move on to
other fields.

Reflect & Discuss:

1. Who is frustrating you because
he/she is not willing to change?
What can you do to "walk away"
lovingly and to give yourself a
break? (It might not be a literal
departure.)

2. When did someone reject you be-
cause you spoke the truth? How
did you feel about it? Did you walk
away?

3. How did (or might) the Holy Spirit
work on that person's heart to
prepare them to eventually ac-
cept the truth?
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