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28th Sunday of Ordinary Time  

Jesus asks the 
rich young man, 
"Why do you call 
me good? Only 
God is good." 
What’s he trying 
to achieve? 
 
First, if the young 
man truly believes that Jesus 
is good and that his teachings 
are good, and if he has ob-
served his miracles and be-
havior, then it should be obvi-
ous to him that all this good-
ness is proof that Jesus is 
God. 
  
Also, Christ's question offers 
the young man an opportunity 
to become more humble. If he 
truly believes what Jesus 
says, then he should realize 
that since only God is good, 
no one else, including him-
self, obeys the command-
ments perfectly. Such a reali-
zation should have opened 
his heart to the truth that Je-
sus explains next: 
 
"There's only one thing keep-
ing you from being holy like 

God: earthly attachments. To gain freedom from this 
world and possess only what belongs to the kingdom of 
God share your treasures." 
 
He’s saying this to all of us, but he’s not telling us to 
become destitute. To "give up" everything we possess 
means being willing to give it away. If it's a good thing 
for us to have because it blesses us, God does want us 
to enjoy it, but true joy comes from being God's partner 
as a distributer of his wealth. It's the fullest way to live! 
And we are all called to live this way.  
 

If we remain attached to earthly stuff, 
we distance ourselves from God and 

hurt those who would 
benefit from our gen-
erosity. However, to 
achieve complete 
freedom from attach-
ments, we cannot 
rely only on our own 
efforts. It’s often very 
difficult to let go and 
become willing to 

share everything.  
 
The good news is that Jesus made it 
possible by taking our sins to the 
cross and sharing with us his own 
Holy Spirit, who empowers us to do 
whatever he asks of us. Our lives on 
earth become more fulfilling when we 
dare to share. The more we give to 
others in a spirit of love, the more we 
receive the treasures of heaven. In-
deed, we become one of heaven’s 
treasures! 
 

Reflect & Discuss: 

1. In comparison to the holy ways of 
dealing with life's circumstances 
that Jesus modeled for us, how 
unlike Jesus – how worldly – are 
you today?  

2. And how divine is your behavior? 
What earthly treasures have you 
given away?  

3. Decide upon an action that will 
help you detach from earthly 
treasures this week. 

4. Share the story of a time when 
you gave away an earthly treas-
ure even though you really didn't 
want to detach from it. What mo-
tivated you to give it away? How 
did God repay you? 

Wisdom 7:7-11 
Ps 90:12-17 

Hebrews 4:12-13 
Mark 10:17-30  

 
Monday October 11 

Romans 1:1-7 
Ps 98:1-4 

Luke 11:29-32 
 

Tuesday October 12 
Romans 1:16-25 

Ps 19:2-5 
Luke 11:37-41 

 
Wednesday October 13 

Romans 2:1-11 
Ps 62:2-3,6-7,9 
Luke 11:42-46 

 
Thursday October 14 

Romans 3:21-30 
Ps 130:1b-6 

Luke 11:47-54 
 

Friday October 15 
St. Teresa of Avila 

Romans 4:1-8 
Ps 32:1b-2,5,11 

Luke 12:1-7 
 

Saturday October 16 
Romans 4:13,16-18 

Ps 105:6-9,42-43 
Luke 12:8-12 


